Social Mobility and Aspirations:

Young Colombians in Cartagena


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Hence	 in	 Cartagena	 there	 exists	 a	 correlation	 between	 socioeconomic	 background	 and	
education	 level,	 as	 households	 of	 low	 estratos	 cannot	 afford	 to	 pay	 for	 university	 fees.	
Segmentation	occurs	within	 the	 city	 as	 young	people	with	 similar	 educational	 levels	 live	
geographically	close	to	each	other	in	low	income	estratos	in	barrios	populares.	According	
to	Wilson	 (1987)	 and	 the	 neighbourhoods	 effects	 literature	 this	 segmentation	 serves	 to	
reproduce	 inequality	 as	 it	 makes	 it	 difficult	 for	 young	 people	 to	 access	 the	 necessary	





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































		 Age		 Barrio	'La	Popa'	 Barrio	'El	Pozón'	
Female	 15-24	 8	 6	
Male	 15-24	 4	 11	
Total	 		 12	 17	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
Young	People:	Core	Groups	
		 Age		 Barrio	'La	Popa'	 Barrio	'El	Pozón'	
Female	 15-24	 4	 4	
Male	 15-24	 3	 5	
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The	young	people	in	my	study	were	reluctant	to	enter	the	tourism	industry	with	a	bachelor	
qualification.	They	rather	aspired	to	study	at	a	higher	level	and	seek	out	professional	
employment.	This	aspiration	may	be	connected	to	the	doxa	that	higher	education	degrees	
are	necessary	to	find	successful	employment,	devaluing	degrees	that	are	not	university	
degrees.	Yorlanda	from	La	Popa	told	me	that	she	believed	a	technical	degree	would	not	
provide	her	with	many	job	opportunities.	She	did	a	technical	degree	but	then	changed	her	
plans	and	entered	university.	She	studied	Spanish	language	(Castellano)	there	and	was	
aiming	to	become	a	teacher	when	I	was	doing	my	fieldwork.	She	explained:	
“Well,	before,	when	I	finished	my	bachiller	I	wanted	to	study	social	communication	(media	
degree)	or	something	similar.	But	economically	the	resources	of	my	parents	were	not	
sufficient.	So	there	was	the	opportunity	to	study	early	child	development,	which	is	a	
technical	career.	I	finished	it	and	I	spend	two	years	without	studying	and	I	started	to	work,	
until	now.	Now	I	went	back	to	study	for	two	and	a	half	years	because	I	am	in	the	fifth	
semester.	So	I	thought	I	study	again	as	I	studied	in	a	technical	institute	which	is	not	really	of	
much	value	here.	If	I	had	studied	from	the	beginning	what	I	am	doing	now	I	would	be	
finished	by	now	and	would	have	a	job.	That	is	why	I	think	I	lost	a	bit	of	time	but	it	also	
helped	me	as	I	worked	already	but	I	would	have	a	job	already	in	what	I	am	studying.”	
Yorlanda	explained	that	her	opportunities	changed	in	the	past,	and	that	this	shift	was	
closely	connected	to	the	economic	situation	of	her	family.	She	referred	to	the	technical	
degree	as	being	of	less	value,	even	though	she	has	already	some	work	experience	and	
believed	a	professional	degree	would	provide	her	with	more	employment	opportunities	in	
the	future.		
In	Cartagena	the	doxa	and	the	actual	labour	market	situation	are	mismatched.	This	
mismatch	between	the	supply	of	work	opportunities	and	the	kind	of	jobs	young	people	
want,	is	also	connected	to	race	and	the	way	that	race	interrelates	with	social	status.	
Having	a	tertiary	university	degree	and	working	in	a	professional	job	places	the	young	
people	in	what,	in	Colombia,	are	high	status	positions.	In	those	positions	they	are	
perceived	as	‘mas	claro’	(more	white)	and	less	likely	to	be	stigmatised	because	of	their	
race.	Service	jobs	in	the	tourism	industry	-	waiting	and	cleaning	for	example	-	are	low	
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status	jobs	associated	with	the	Afro-Colombian	population	and	classifying	people	as	‘mas	
oscuro’	(more	dark	or	black).71	
The	young	people	I	met	who	did	aspire	to	work	in	non-professional	jobs,	did	not	aim	for	
the	main	tourist	sector	in	Cartagena.	Marci	is	15	years	old	and	lives	in	Pozón.	When	I	asked	
her	what	she	wants	to	do	when	she	is	older	she	listed	a	variety	of	different	occupations,	
two	of	them	non-professional	jobs.	She	started	by	saying	she	wanted	to	have	her	own	
businesses	“I	want	to	have	my	own	business,	a	fashion	shop	and	a	restaurant.	[…]	and	I	
want	to	study	medicine.	Forensic	medicine.”	
This	list	of	different,	apparently	unrelated	occupational	desires	for	the	future	suggests	two	
things.	First,	thinking	from	a	social	navigation	perspective,	it	seems	likely	that	Marci	is	
aware	of	the	need	to	be	flexible,	to	change	her	plans	according	to	changes	in	her	social	
environment	and	the	opportunities	it	presents.	Second,	and	relatedly,	Marci	lives	in	one	of	
the	poorer,	more	dangerous	sectors	of	Pozón;	her	geographical	mobility	is	restricted	and	
she	rarely	leaves	the	barrio.	Her	desires	to	own	a	clothes	shop	and	a	restaurant	were	
aspirations	she	wanted	to	realise	in	Pozón,	or	at	least	close	to	Pozón.	While	commercial	
shops	and	restaurants	for	tourists	are	listed	as	places	of	work	for	many	Cartageneros	
currently,	Marci’s	desire	however	was	not	specifically	targeted	for	the	tourist	market.	She	
said	her	desire	to	open	a	restaurant	is	the	desire	that	people	can	taste	the	food	of	her	
aunts,	as	she	believes	it	is	very	good.	The	form	of	her	aspirations	could	be	connected	to	
her	immobility,	and	not	having	the	information	about	opportunities	within	the	tourist	
sector.	Still	regarding	her	age,	these	aspirations	may	become	more	context	related	in	the	
future	and	change	when	she	needs	to	decide	how	to	continue	after	having	finished	her	
secondary	schooling.		
	
4 Social	Mobility	and	the	Past	Experiences	of	Adults	
An	intergenerational	comparison	between	the	young	people	and	their	parents’	social	
mobility	and	opportunities	can	provide	insights	into	the	way	young	people’s	absolute	and	
																																																						
71	From	my	own	observations	in	hotels	and	restaurants	in	the	historical	centre	and	Bocagrande	
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relative	social	mobility	has	changed;	it	provides	a	way	of	appreciating	how	opportunity	
structures	have	changed.	What	do	the	young	people’s	parents	think	about	young	people’s	
opportunities	today	in	comparison	to	those	of	their	youth?	How	have	life	chances	and	
opportunities	changed	within	a	generation?	I	cannot	do	a	comprehensive	analysis	of	
intergenerational	mobility,	but	in	what	follows	I	do	try	to	give	a	sense	of	how	life	may	have	
changed	in	Cartagena	over	the	last	two	or	three	decades.	It	is	important	to	emphasise	here	
that	what	follows	is	based	on	the	subjective	views	of	the	people	I	talked	with	during	my	
fieldwork;	relevant	secondary	quantitative	data	referring	to	Cartagena	in	the	1970s,	1980s	
and	1990s	is	not	available.	I	look	at	the	stories	parents	and	adults	told	me	about	their	
youth	and	how	they	perceive	changes	in	the	opportunity	structures.	My	sample	of	parents	
and	adults	is	also	too	small	to	be	representative	for	all	adults	in	Cartagena.		
I	asked	Cassandra,	a	mother	of	three	living	in	Pozón	about	her	social	mobility	in	the	past.	
Cassandra	grew	up	in	a	rural	area	close	to	Cartagena	and	her	family	moved	into	the	city	
when	her	father	died.	Cassandra	worked	as	a	servant	in	the	home	of	a	rich	family	in	the	
city.	She	said	her	brother	had	mental	health	problems	and	could	not	do	anything	to	
support	the	family.	Although	Cassandra’s	mother	encouraged	her	to	study,	when	she	
became	18	and	graduated	with	her	Bachiller,	her	family	did	not	have	the	financial	means	
to	send	her	to	the	public	university.	Cassandra	was	able	to	study	at	SENA	at	25,	then	with	
the	support	of	her	church	she	was	finally	able	to	go	to	university.	
“When	I	graduated	I	was	18	but	I	did	not	study	until	I	was	25.	There	was	only	the	university	
of	Cartagena	and	you	needed	to	pay	per	semester,	plus	the	transport.	My	mother	had	not	
the	income	for	that	and	entering	SENA	was	only	possible	if	you	had	the	contacts	that	time.	I	
applied	two	times	at	SENA	and	my	results	of	the	exam	were	very	good	but	apparently	there	
was	a	problem	with	my	name	and	they	declined	me.	At	the	end	I	could	enter	SENA	and	I	did	
many	courses.	One	of	the	professors	then	helped	me	to	matriculate	in	a	technical	degree	
and	I	became	later	a	secretary	at	SENA.	Later	then	I	did	some	social	services	with	the	
church	and	they	paid	then	later	my	university.	Therefore	I	applied	at	university	and	passed	
the	exam	the	first	time	and	they	paid	my	fees.”	
Cassandra’s	statement	suggested	that	the	need	for	palanca	existed	in	the	past	as	it	does	in	
contemporary	Cartagena.	Yet	Cassandra	also	said	there	was	only	one	university,	the	public	
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one.	There	were	not	the	numerous	private	universities	that	provide	those	who	can	afford	
it	with	more	educational	opportunities	in	Cartagena	today.	The	number	of	places	available	
at	the	public	university	was	low	in	Cassandra’s	youth,	just	as	was	the	case	when	I	was	
doing	my	fieldwork.	The	mother	of	Alessandra,	from	La	Popa,	told	me	that	she	had	also	
wanted	to	study	when	she	was	young.	Yet	she	could	not	enter	university	because	there	
were	not	enough	places.	She	therefore	did	a	technical	degree	instead.	Today	her	aspiration	
is	that	Alessandra	can	finish	her	studies	of	social	work	at	the	university	of	Cartagena	
successfully.		
In	terms	of	changes	in	opportunity	structures,	Magda’s	mother,	from	La	Popa,	told	me	that	
she	believes	young	people	have	more	opportunities	to	study	and	to	work	in	contemporary	
Cartagena,	but	that	they	may	just	not	be	aware	of	them.	
“Of	course,	today	young	people	have	more	opportunities	but	I	am	not	sure	to	what	extent	
they	can	see	that.	For	example,	here	at	the	hill	we	have	many	gangs	and	these	young	
people	take	drugs.	Their	mothers	send	them	to	schools	because	here	we	have	now	many	
schools	free	of	tuition	fees.	But	the	young	people	are	just	not	interested	in	education.	There	
are	even	possibilities	to	receive	some	financial	help	for	studying	at	university,	therefore	
those	who	are	interested	can	obtain	help	but	in	reality	there	are	not	many	young	people	
here	who	are	interested.”	
Magda	was	one	of	the	few	students	from	a	barrio	popular	who	successfully	entered	the	
public	university	to	study	medicine	the	year	I	was	in	Cartagena.	I	was	doing	an	interview	
with	her	the	day	that	she	got	accepted,	and	her	neighbours	came	into	the	room	to	
congratulate	her	because	it	was	such	a	significant,	rare	achievement.	Her	mother	told	me	
she	had	always	supported	her	daughter;	she	believes	that	those	young	people	that	want	to	
succeed	are	able	to.	Yet	Magda’s	mother	seemed	to	have	subscribed	to	the	neo-liberal	
discourse	of	aspirations,	missing	the	fact	that	limited	places	make	it	highly	unlikely	that	
many	other	young	people	could	follow	her	own	daughter’s	path.	While	Magda	is	an	
exception,	it	seems	her	mother	believe	all	young	people	are	able	to	achieve	what	her	
daughter	did.	However,	this	is	not	the	case.	Just	because	there	exist	now	more	Universities	
than	before	and	because	there	are	more	financial	support	systems	does	not	mean	
automatically	that	the	young	people	have	access	to	them.	
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Of	the	eight	adults	I	interviewed	in	La	Popa,	three	were	able	to	study	at	university,	one	of	
them,	Yoelis,	having	just	entered	university	part	time.	The	other	five	however	had	
obtained	only	a	technical	degree.	In	Pozón,	of	the	13	adults	I	interviewed,	only	one,	
Cassandra,	had	obtained	a	university	degree.	Many	of	the	other	parents	and	adults	
obtained	a	Bachiller	but	only	three	have	a	technical	degree.	
This	difference	between	Pozón	and	La	Popa	is	not	surprising	given	that	Pozón	originally	
developed	as	a	series	of	illegal	settlements	founded	by	internal	migrants.	La	Popa	is	in	
contrast	an	older	area	of	settlement,	and	the	infrastructure	for	education	has	been	more	
developed	for	a	longer	period	of	time.	As	I	wrote	in	chapter	six	the	positions	of	the	barrios	
also	mean	more	educational	facilities	are	available	to	people	in	La	Popa	than	people	in	
Pozón.	This	has	been	true	for	a	number	of	decades.		
The	narratives	of	the	adults	in	my	study	suggest	that	absolute	mobility	has	improved	
through	the	provision	of	more	educational	facilities	and	financial	aid	in	Cartagena.	Studies	
of	intergenerational	mobility	in	Colombia	and	Latin	America	suggest	that	young	people	
with	high-educated	parents	are	more	likely	to	achieve	themselves	high	educational	
outcomes	(Savage	and	Egerton,	1997,	Stromquist,	2004,	de	Barros	et	al.,	2009,	Benei,	
2010,	Torche,	2014).	The	neighbourhood	effects	and	mobility	literature	includes	the	
educational	level	of	parents	as	a	facet	of	the	social	environment	through	which	
intergenerational	inequalities	are	reproduced	(Wilson	and	Wilson,	1987,	Musterd	and	
Andersson,	2006,	Reynolds,	2013).	Yet,	the	number	of	parents	I	could	talk	to	and	the	
sample	size	of	my	study	in	general	did	not	let	me	make	any	representative	conclusion	
about	the	intergenerational	aspect	of	mobility.	
Certainly,	at	the	time	I	was	living	in	Cartagena	there	were	more	companies	and	
educational	facilities	in	the	city	than	there	were	when	the	young	people’s	parents’	were	
young.	SENA	developed	into	one	of	the	major	technical	and	technological	institutes	
providing	free	education.	Entering	SENA	relies	less	on	students’	palanca	than	some	of	the	
private	institutions.	Additionally,	the	rise	in	the	tourist	industry	and	the	development	of	
the	port	and	the	Mamonal	industrial	area	has	provided	more	occupational	opportunities.	
However,	the	fact	that	the	population	of	Cartagena	has	grown	in	the	period	as	well	
relativises	the	effects	of	these	educational	and	industrial	developments.		
	 197	
Looking	at	absolute	mobility,	class	structures	and	contextual	barriers	have	to	be	included	
in	the	analysis	and	in	this	case	absolute	mobility	still	contains	many	structural	barriers	that	
I	discussed	in	the	former	chapters	such	as	the	disadvantage	of	being	from	barrios	
populares	and	labelled	as	such.	Also	barriers	in	terms	of	economic	capital	hinder	the	young	
people	to	enhance	their	upward	social	mobility	successfully	as	private	institutions	are	not	
affordable	and	places	in	public	ones	are	limited.	As	described	in	the	context	chapter	
before,	Cartagena	is	a	segregated	city	and	offers	different	opportunities	for	different	
people.	It	is	a	post-colonial	city,	which	reproduces	colonial	structures	in	everyday	life.	This	
is	visible	in	the	population	and	the	correspondent	estratos	as	well	as	when	one	looks	at	
companies	and	the	tourist	industries	and	who	is	in	charge	of	what	in	the	city.	Miguel,	
Andreas,	Yorlanda	and	Alessandra	are	good	examples	in	this	chapter	of	young	people	who	
could	take	advantage	of	the	relative	mobility	effects	and	enter	educational	systems	to	
enhance	their	capitals	and	acquire	resources	such	as	cultural	capital.	However,	gaining	
knowledge	about	work	opportunities	and	acquiring	the	right	social	capital,	a	requirement	
to	obtain	a	good	employment,	appears	to	be	better	distributed	in	higher	social	classes.			
	
5 Concluding	Remarks	
When	I	left	Cartagena	after	my	fieldwork	Miguel	and	I	stayed	in	touch	and	talked	over	
Facebook	every	couple	of	weeks.	He	told	me	that	he	continued	to	have	difficulties	finding	
a	job	and	told	me	about	several	different	plans	to	study	something	related	to	construction,	
as	long	as	it	was	cheap.	When	I	went	back	to	Cartagena	a	year	after	my	first	fieldwork	visit,	
in	January	2015,	Miguel	had	started	studying	construction	technology,	part	of	a	civil	
engineering	degree.	If	he	continued	his	studies	he	would	eventually	obtain	a	technological	
degree.	I	was	interested	in	the	reason	he	had	chosen	the	institute	he	had,	and	not	one	of	
the	bigger	Universities	in	the	city.	Miguel	told	me	that	the	major	Universities	were	too	
expensive	-	both	in	terms	of	the	fees,	and	the	amount	of	money	it	would	cost	him	to	travel	
to	them.	The	institute	he	chose	is	much	closer	to	Pozón,	and	it	had	provided	him	with	a	
student	credit	to	study.		
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In	addition	Miguel	obtained	a	scholarship	for	studying	arts	and	acting	at	the	University	of	
Bellas	Artes.	However,	the	university	sent	him	the	confirmation	through	email	and	Miguel	
missed	the	confirmation	date,	as	he	had	no	own	computer	and	could	not	access	the	
Internet	in	the	necessary	timeframe	to	confirm	the	scholarship.	As	a	result	he	lost	the	
scholarship.	He	wanted	to	try	for	the	scholarship	again	next	year,	reluctant	to	give	up	his	
dream	of	being	an	actor	in	the	future.	
	
Colombia	may	not	have	changed	in	form	of	a	transition	from	a	welfare	state	into	what	
Beck	(1986)	calls	a	risk	society.	But	Colombia	is	still	a	‘risk’	environment	where	young	
people	cannot	be	certain	of	future	life	chances	and	need	to	negotiate	changing	
educational	and	work	opportunities	(Beck,	1986,	Threadgold	and	Nilan,	2009).	The	young	
people	in	my	study	face	the	barriers	of	a	neoliberal	political	and	economic	environment,	
combined	with	barriers	of	racism	and	class	left	over	from	the	colonial	period.	In	chapter	2	I	
provded	information	of	how	education	has	been	privatised	to	a	high	extent	and	thus	was	
for	the	majority	of	the	young	people	in	my	study	unaffordable.	Yet	higher	education	and	in	
particular	university	education,	was	perceived	by	the	young	people	as	the	main	driver	of	
social	mobility.	In	practice	however,	the	unavailability	of	university	education	turns	it	from	
being	a	social	mobility	driver	to	a	placeholder.	They	choose	to	study	more	at	universities	or	
other	higher	education	institutions	but	they	lack	the	palanca	-	social	capital	-	to	enter	the	
sectors	they	desire	to	work	in.	Although	other	employment	opportunities	could	be	
possible	pathways,	especially	in	the	tourist	sector,	the	young	people	-	who	are	eager	to	
develop	a	professional	career	-	may	not	always	decide	for	these	jobs,	as	some	of	them	are	
perceived	as	being	of	low	status.	Although	it	might	not	lead	to	social	mobility,	employment	
in	the	tourist	sector	would	guarantee	some	income	and	serve	to	fulfil	some	of	the	facets	of	
a	good	life,	as	defined	by	young	people	in	chapter	4.	While	the	employment	market	may	
offer	the	young	people	certain	work	opportunities,	their	aspirations	often	do	not	match	
these.		
Brown	(2013b)	argues	that	absolute	mobility	depends	on	class	structures,	but	also	on	the	
demand	from	the	employment	market.	When	the	supply	of	middle	class	youth	is	
exhausted,	occupational	opportunities	become	available	for	youth	of	lower	classes.	It	
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positions	the	young	people	in	Cartagena	in	a	situation	where	they	have	no	choice	but	to	
choose	(Threadgold	and	Nilan,	2009:	51)	and	where	they	need	to	socially	navigate	(Vigh,	
2006)	themselves	according	to	opportunities	that	become	available	(see	for	example	
Miguel).	There	do	not	exist	enough	opportunities	in	Cartagena	for	lower	class	youth	to	
participate	in	the	economy,	at	least	in	the	sectors	they	desire	to	work	in.	The	doxa	of	
higher	education	does	not	match	the	opportunity	structures	poor	youth	in	Cartagena	sit	in.		
In	this	way,	this	chapter	links	back	to	Bourdieu	and	his	theory	of	how	social	reproduction	
occurs.	The	young	people	of	my	study	prepare	themselves,	they	try	hard	to	acquire	the	
necessary	capitals	and	follow	the	neoliberal	discourse	of	aspiring	high	and	acting	
accordingly.	Still,	as	long	as	opportunity	structures	create	this	exclusion,	upward	social	
mobility	can	only	be	achieved	by	very	few	of	them.		
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Chapter	8:	Conclusion	
In	the	introduction	to	the	thesis	I	wrote	about	Maja	and	Santiago,	two	young	people	from	
the	most	disadvantaged	and	marginalised	sectors	of	Pozón.	They	had	spent	all	their	lives	in	
Pozón,	disconnected	geographically	from	the	centre	of	Cartagena,	and	other	important	
places.	Poor	infrastructure	has	further	isolated	them;	travelling	to	places	outside	their	own	
neighbourhood	is	only	possible	when	it	is	daylight,	the	rains	are	not	heavy,	and	there	is	
enough	money	available	at	home.	In	most	cases	their	families	could	not	provide	them	with	
such	financial	support,	or	financial	support	for	much.	Neither	did	Maja	and	Santiago	have	
much	in	the	way	of	social	capital,	palanca,	in	their	families.	Maja	and	Santiago	are	of	
African-descent	and	have	experienced	exclusion	as	a	result.	Their	Afro-Caribbean	identity	
intersects	with	their	class,	or	socioeconomic	background,	further	stigmatising	them	in	
Cartagenian	society.		
Yet	they	despite	being	in	these	positions,	both	aspired	to	a	better	life,	a	good	life.	Santiago	
aspired	to	become	a	medical	professional;	he	only	shifted	his	aspirations	towards	other	
possible	university	degrees	when	he	realised	he	will	not	be	able	to	obtain	the	funds	
needed	to	complete	medical	studies.	Maja	aspired	to	study	social	communication,	and	to	
an	independent	lifestyle.	Maja	and	Santiago	cannot	really	be	described	as	having	low	
aspirations.	Even	when	Santiago	switched	his	plans,	his	aspirations	remained	relatively	
high.	When	he	did	this,	Santiago,	like	other	young	people	in	the	study	was	trying	to	
negotiate	a	pathway	towards	achieving	a	good	life,	within	the	opportunity	structure	he	
found	himself	in	(Vigh,	2006).		
In	contrast	to	the	Western	neoliberal	approach	to	aspirations	(Brown,	2013a),	Maja	and	
Santiago,	and	the	other	young	people	in	my	study,	demonstrate	that	social	mobility	and	
the	achievement	of	a	good	life	relates	to	much	more	than	simply	having	high	aspirations	
for	the	future.	All	my	participants	provided	statements	about	their	desired	futures	that	
were,	according	to	the	dominant	aspiration-social	mobility	discourse,	high	aspirations.	
Indeed,	they	not	only	developed	high	aspirations	but	also	a	capacity	to	plan	how	to	
navigate	pathways	towards	achieving	them.	The	actual	achievements	of	the	young	people	
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in	my	study,	with	a	couple	of	important	exceptions,	like	Magda	who	qualified	to	study	
medicine,	were	quite	low.	But	all	showed	a	large	degree	of	resilience	and	flexibility,	
readjusting,	and	changing	their	plans	as	opportunities	dictated,	remaining	focused	on	
finding	a	good	life	in	the	end.		
Through	a	Bourdieusian	lens,	using	concepts	of	habitus,	capitals	and	space	(field),	in	
combination	with	theories	of	neighbourhood	effects,	social	navigation	and	Appadurai’s	
understanding	of	aspirations	as	a	cultural	and	navigational	capacity,	I	have	attempted	to	
capture	the	complexities	of	how	social	and	physical	contexts	both	serve	to	drive	and	limit	
the	young	people’s	opportunities	for	social	mobility	and	the	achievement	of	their	
aspirations	and	a	good	life.	My	analysis	focused	on	intersections	of	belonging,	stigma	and	
spatial	immobility,	connected	to	disadvantaged	place.	The	thesis	reveals	how	local	and	
broader	structural	factors	(such	as	education	and	employment	structures)	all	work	
together,	reinforcing	each	other	as	they	delimit	the	lives	of	the	young	participants	in	my	
study.		
The	following	sections	of	the	conclusion	suggest	how	the	main	themes	in	each	of	the	
chapters	are	interconnected.	I	continue	with	a	critical	review	of	my	conceptual	framework,	
and	then	offer	a	summary	of	my	contributions	to	theoretical	and	methodological	debates.	I	
finish	the	thesis	by	identifying	possible	future	research	areas,	giving	the	last	word	to	the	
participants	who	have	been	at	the	centre	of	this	thesis	throughout.	
	
1 Aspirations	and	Mobility		
There	is	a	discourse	in	the	aspirations	and	social	mobility	literature	that	perceives	
aspirations	as	drivers	of	social	mobility;	they	act	as	a	means	and	a	motivation	for	people	to	
alter	their	social	condition.	(Appadurai,	2004,	Brown,	2011,	Brown,	2013a,	Kintrea	et	al.,	
2015).	Aiming	for	higher	educational	and	occupational	opportunities	results	in	moving	up	a	
society’s	social	hierarchy	(cf.	Holloway	and	Pimlott-Wilson,	2011,	Allen	and	Hollingworth,	
2013,	Gale	and	Parker,	2015).	The	neoliberal	view	in	this	understanding	of	aspirations	has	
in	some	places	become	a	doxa,	particularly	with	regard	to	higher	education.	This	was	the	
case	in	Cartagena.	This	doxa,	a	focus	on	aspirations	as	the	medium	to	raise	education	
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attainment	and	employability	leads	to	the	achievement	of	a	good	life	being	seen	as	the	
sole	responsibility	of	the	individual.	A	‘lack	of	aspiration’	becomes	an	easy	explanation	for	
poor	educational	and	occupational	outcomes	and	hides	structural	inequalities.	
Work	on	habitus,	capitals	and	field	suggests	how	the	structures	and	contexts	people	live	in	
affect	the	formation	of	their	aspirations	and	their	ability	to	achieve	them.	Individual	effort	
to	achieve	aspirations	is	certainly	an	important	factor	but	intersecting	structural	influences	
of	the	places	and	spaces	young	people	move	in	in	their	everyday	lives	and	the	
opportunities	to	acquire	capitals	influences	young	Cartagenians’	life	chances.	This	is	where	
habitus	plays	a	crucial	role	in	the	understanding	of	aspirations	and	their	achievement.	
Stahl	(2015:	25-27)	claims	that	habitus	allows	researchers	to	conceptualise	aspirations	
beyond	goals,	motivation	or	choice.	Habitus	connects	aspirations	to	experiences,	
connections	I	evidenced	looking	at	the	young	people’s	trajectories	or	histories.	When	
habitus	and	field	do	not	correspond	to	each	other,	young	people	are	likely	to	fail	in	
achieving	their	aspirations	as	their	habitus	is	not	the	one	required	and	they	lack	the	
capitals	necessary	to	succeed	in	a	specific	social	space.		
As	well	as	introducing	the	way	their	individual	aspirations	are	connected	to	their	social	
contexts,	chapter	one	also	suggested	that	what	the	aspirations-upward	social	mobility	
discourse	conceives	what	a	good	life	might	be	is	too	narrow.	Rather	than	just	being	limited	
to	educational	and	occupational	achievements,	the	young	Cartagenians	in	my	study	saw	a	
good	life	as	going	beyond	these	things.	Money,	education	and	employment	in	the	future	
were	important,	but	only	in	terms	of	that	they	might	help	the	young	people	and	their	
future	families	to	be	safe,	comfortable	and	financially	stable.	Young	people	did	not	aspire	
to	luxury.	The	chapter	emphasised	the	subjective	nature	of	the	good	life	as	a	concept.	In	
contrast	to	the	aspirations-upward	social	mobility	discourse,	money	is	rather	perceived	as	
means	to	the	end	of	a	good	life.	
	
2 A	Sense	of	Belonging	
Habitus,	as	a	set	of	internalised	dispositions,	acquired	through	socialisation	processes	
determines	to	a	large	extent	what	social	spaces	a	person	feels	comfortable	and	accepted	
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within.	While	the	young	people	in	my	study	are	aspirational	and	aim	for	high	educational	
and	occupational	outcomes,	my	analysis	of	their	sense	of	belonging	shows	that	the	young	
people’s	habitus	may	constrain	them	in	achieving	those	aspirations.	In	relation	to	a	sense	
of	belonging	habitus	provides	one	with	the	knowledge	of	what	to	do,	when	and	how	in	
certain	places	and	spaces,	and	makes	one	feel	comfortable	moving	within	them	(Bourdieu,	
1977,	May,	2013).	A	sense	of	belonging	is	then	influencing	in	particular	the	navigational	
capacity	to	achieve	aspirations.	Through	the	internalisation	of	structures,	and	providing	
one	with	a	feeling	at	ease	in	certain	spaces	and	places	a	sense	of	belonging	influences	the	
young	people’s	mobilities	and	creates	of	what	Bourdieu	refers	to	as	‘a	sense	of	place’	
(Bourdieu,	2010	(1984):	466).	This	sense	of	place	works	as	a	distinction	tool	based	on	
habitus	and	defines	who	does	belong	to	a	space	or	group,	of	people	and	who	does	not.	As	
a	result	it	causes	people	to	feel	like	they	belong,	but	it	also	works	to	make	others	feel	the	
other	way	around	and	people	who	do	not	belong	feel	they	are	distanced	(Bourdieu,	1989).		
I	argued	that	stigma	works	in	relation	to	this	tension	over	belonging.	Chapter	five	showed	
that	the	young	people	are	often	stigmatised	as	dangerous	and	violent.	A	sense	of	
belonging	to	the	barrio	provides	the	young	people	with	a	feeling	of	safety	in	the	spaces	
and	places	they	move	in,	because	they	are	known	(Visser	et	al.,	2014).	Being	known	
enhances	the	physical	mobility	of	the	young	people.	However,	while	they	need	social	
networks	to	feel	safe	within	their	own	neighbourhoods,	belonging	to	their	neighbourhoods	
associates	them	with	crime	and	criminal	behaviour	in	the	eyes	of	other	groups	in	
Cartagena.	They	are	stigmatised	through	association	to	discourses	about	violence	and	
crime	in	the	media,	and	amongst	Cartagenians	in	general.	As	a	result	then	of	the	feeling	of	
belonging	to	the	barrio,	the	young	people	may	exclude	themselves	from	places	and	spaces	
of	higher	education	and	professional	employment,	or	be	excluded	by	others	(Threadgold	
and	Nilan,	2009,	Stahl,	2015).	
	
3 Mobility	and	the	Neighbourhood	
As	Prince	(2013)	argues,	physical	environment	plays	a	crucial	role	in	the	development	of	
the	possible	future	selves	of	young	people.	Neighbourhoods	themselves	have	been	
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identified	as	influencing	aspirations	and	their	achievement.	For	example,	infrastructure	
and	immediate	environmental	effects	such	as	noise	and	security	issues	influence	the	young	
people’s	mobilities	and	their	opportunities	to	acquire	the	kind	of	capitals	necessary	to	
achieve	a	good	life.	Looking	at	physical	neighbourhood	further	shifted	my	analysis	of	
aspirations	away	from	individual	effort.		
In	chapter	six	I	looked	at	the	physical	context	of	La	Popa	and	Pozón	within	Cartagena,	and	
the	physical	context	within	each	barrio;	suggesting	the	ways	in	which	both	of	these	
influenced	the	lives	of	the	young	people	in	my	study.	I	described	how	Pozón	is	one	hour’s	
bus	drive	away	from	the	city	centre,	limiting	the	young	people’s	spatial	mobility	to	a	high	
extent,	relative	to	the	youth	of	La	Popa.	Universities,	places	of	employment	and	of	
recreation	are	all	concentrated	in	the	city	centre.	Both	La	Popa	and	Pozón	suffer	from	gang	
activity	within	their	boundaries.	Although	‘being	known’	in	their	respective	barrio	keeps	
the	young	people	safe	a	lot	of	the	time,	in	some	sectors	and	at	some	times,	like	when	
gangs	are	fighting,	they	are	still	limited	in	where	they	can	go.	The	rainy	season	also	limits	
the	young	people’s	movements	in	both	barrios.	These	aspects	of	their	neighbourhoods	in	
relation	with	their	situation	within	Cartagena,	and	their	internal	dynamics,	influence	to	a	
high	extent	the	young	people’s	social	and	physical	mobility,	and	thus	their	access	to	
possible	social	mobility	drivers	like	education.		
	
4 Opportunity	Structures	and	Social	Navigation	
The	majority	of	the	young	people	in	my	study	are	able	to	react	to	changes.	They	navigate	
themselves	along	alternative	routes	by	acquiring	new	capitals,	often	in	the	form	of	further	
education,	when	opportunities	emerge.	Whilst	skilled	navigators,	they	can	only	move	
where	opportunities	are	available.	While	many	of	the	young	people	react	to	challenges	
and	barriers	by	undertaking	further	education,	the	education	system	in	Cartagena	and	
Colombia	excludes	most	young	people	from	lower	socioeconomic	backgrounds	from	
quality	education.	Thus	young	people	tend	to	choose	technical	and	technological	
educational	institutions.	These	institutions	may	serve	as	a	‘placeholder’	rather	than	a	
driver	to	upward	social	mobility	as	qualifications	from	them	often	do	not	actually	result	in	
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employment.	Without	‘palanca’	(social	capital),	educational	qualifications,	even	from	
private	universities,	are	of	limited	use.		
Many	employment	opportunities	are	offered	in	the	tourist	sector	in	Cartagena.	Most	of	
these	do	not	require	a	tertiary	qualification.	The	young	people	did	not	however	aspire	to	
these	jobs.	They	sought	careers	that	would	result	in	a	status	change	and	a	stable	income,	
neither	of	which	was	guaranteed	by	service	work	in	the	tourism	sector.		
While	the	young	people	in	Cartagena	tried	hard	to	prepare	themselves	to	achieve	a	good	
life,	to	enter	a	profession	associated	with	higher	classes,	they	were	limited	in	their	
opportunities	to	acquire	the	necessary	capitals	to	realise	these	aspirations.	Combined	with	
the	absence	of	the	necessary	corresponding	habitus	and	their	spatial	immobility,	the	lack	
of	education	and	employment	opportunities	limited	the	choices	young	people	could	make.	
It	was	not	a	lack	of	aspiration	that	restricted	the	young	people’s	social	mobility,	but	a	lack	
of	supporting	structures	and	opportunities.	
	
5 Contribution	to	Knowledge	and	Implications	for	Future	Research	Areas	
This	research	makes	multiple	theoretical	and	methodological	contributions.	It	contributes	
to	discussions	and	debates	in	youth	and	development	studies	that	are	concerned	with	
young	people’s	aspirations	and	social	mobility	outcomes.	It	furthermore	adds	to	debates	
around	issues	regarding	youth	in	Latin	America	and	their	life	chances.	The	topics	of	
aspirations	and	how	young	people	navigate	towards	attaining	them	have	rarely	been	
explored	in	Latin	America	and	the	literature	is	particularly	thin	for	Colombia.	Theoretically	I	
developed	a	framework	based	on	Bourdieu’s	ideas	on	habitus,	fields	and	doxa.	The	
framework	drew	on	other	concepts	and	frames	through	the	thesis,	the	most	important	of	
these	being	belonging,	neighbourhood	effects	and	social	navigation.	Methodically,	I	have	
contributed	to	an	emerging	literature	and	research	practice	that	focuses	on	combining	
participatory	and	traditional	methods	and	subject	participation.	
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5.1 Theoretical	contributions	
Bourdieu’s	concepts,	in	particular	habitus,	have	been	widely	employed	in	research	on	
young	people’s	aspirations.	However	the	majority	of	research	on	aspirations	that	uses	a	
Bourdieusian	lens	is	on	the	Global	North	(MacLeod,	2009,	Bok,	2010,	Holloway	and	
Pimlott-Wilson,	2011,	Hart,	2012,	Zipin	et	al.,	2013,	Kintrea	et	al.,	2015).	Research	on	
aspirations	and	social	mobility	in	Latin	American	contexts	is	still	rare	and	predominantly	
quantitative	(see	for	some	recent	research	for	example	Altamirano	et	al.,	2010,	Del	Franco,	
2010,	Dercon	and	Singh,	2011,	Crivello,	2015,	Dalton	et	al.,	2015).	This	is	especially	true	for	
Colombia.	
From	a	development	studies’	perspective,	aspirations	play	a	crucial	role	for	young	people	
in	enhancing	their	life	chances.	As	Appadurai	(2004)	argues,	aspirations	can	act	as	triggers	
to	alter	young	people’s	social	conditions.	Still,	a	singular	focus	on	aspirations	
conceptualised	in	this	way,	misses	social	context	and	its	role	on	their	formation	and	
achievement.	In	the	Global	North	and	South,	young	people	face	restrictions	on	achieving	
upward	social	mobility.	While	most	Western	countries	have	a	wide	range	of	channels	along	
which	young	people	may	be	able	to	navigate	themselves	towards	upward	mobility,	in	
Cartagena’s	barrios	populares,	such	channels	are	more	restricted.	They	are	also	more	likely	
to	shift.	The	limits	of	opportunity	structures	in	the	barrios	populares	means	there	is	a	high	
risk	of	young	people	navigating	themselves	towards	illegal	activities	to	gain	economical	
capital.	The	young	people	of	my	study	did	not	tend	to	choose	illegal	ways	to	achieve	social	
mobility.	Still	in	Latin	America	and	Central	America	young	people	do	regularly	navigate	
themselves	into	violent	lives.	The	work	of	Winton	(2004,	2005,	2014),	Moser	and	Moser	
and	McIllwaine	(2001,	2004,	2004,	2006,	2014)	illustrates	how	structures	of	inequality	and	
exclusion	create	cultures	of	violence.	My	study	of	young	people	from	disadvantaged	
neighbourhoods	in	Cartagena	contributes	to	this	literature	by	providing	insights	on	why	
young	people	may	choose	illegal	and	violent	channels	for	social	mobility.	Therefore	looking	
at	how	young	people	are	enabled	or	constrained	by	their	social	context	when	they	try	to	
navigate	themselves	to	achieve	social	mobility	is	also	of	interest	for	studies	of	young	
people	with	different	life	paths	than	those	of	my	young	participants.	While	the	young	
people	of	my	study	did	not	choose	illegal	pathways,	if	opportunity	structures	are	restricted	
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and	access	to	resources	is	limited	young	people	may	choose	differently	and	become	for	
example	gang	members	to	obtain	some	sort	of	social	mobility.	
Bourdieu’s	concept	of	habitus	provides	a	theoretical	instrument	for	analysing	young	
people’s	life	chances.	Habitus	describes	the	way	young	people	think	and	act,	and	connects	
these	thoughts	and	actions	to	past	and	present	experiences,	in	their	social	contexts	or	
fields.	Habitus	is	always	in	relation	to	the	social	space	(field)	young	people	move	in,	
influencing	the	capitals	they	acquire.	It	connects	their	agency	and	the	structures	they	
exercise	agency	in.	One	important	point	my	research	adds	to	current	work	is	that	social	
mobility	is	influenced	by	the	structures	of	young	people’s	social	context,	even	though	
these	might	be	embodied	and	appear	as	individualised	in	the	lives	of	young	people.		
I	developed	the	Bourdieusian	framework	through	the	thesis,	showing	how	his	work	links	
up	to	other	concepts	and	theories	concerning	aspiration	and	mobility.	These	included	
concepts	of	belonging,	neighbourhood	effect,	and	social	navigation.	I	also	looked	at	Beck’s	
idea	of	a	risk	society	in	the	last	chapter	(Furlong	and	Cartmel,	2007).	Set	against	Bourdieu’s	
theories,	what	these	other	concepts	have	all	helped	to	indicate	is	the	way	that	the	
inequalities	that	the	young	people	in	my	study	faced	could	not	be	overcome	exclusively	
through	their	individual	efforts.	These	concepts	might	be	perceived	as	being	theoretically	
detached	from	each	other,	used	in	in	different	fields	and	disciplines	and	not	usually	
combined	into	one	framework.	I	have	however	shown	that	they	can	speak	to	each	other.	
The	framework	in	my	thesis	developed	through	an	iterative	process	of	dialogue	between	
data	and	theory,	the	complexities	of	the	data	prompting	the	combination	of	the	
theoretical	lenses	that	I	have	used.	Together	they	have	allowed	me	to	analyse	the	
complexities	of	aspirations	and	their	attainment	as	I	have	in	the	thesis.		
5.2 Methodological	Contribution	
In	terms	of	methodological	contribution,	I	used	an	ethnographic	approach,	combining	
traditional	and	participatory	research	methods.	Beginning	by	using	interviews	and	focus	
groups	to	establish	key	knowledge	about	the	young	people’s	aspirations	and	the	influence	
of	their	social	contexts	on	their	lives,	I	was	then	able	to	examine	those	social	spaces	
directly	through	‘hanging	out’	with	the	young	people.	The	young	people	were	included	in	
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the	research	process	through	the	use	of	participatory	instruments.	Using	techniques	such	
as	photographing	and	filming	within	research	with	young	people	is	a	recent	innovation	
(Langevang,	2007,	Crivello	et	al.,	2008,	Franks,	2011).	My	research	provides	examples	of	
how	multiple	methods	can	be	used	to	conduct	research	with	young	people	to	draw	out	
their	views,	experiences	and	knowledge.	The	young	people	were	able	to	shift	the	research	
topic	through	their	participation.	They	chose	what	to	photograph	and	what	topic	their	
short	film	should	be	about	for	example.	Their	mapping	and	the	tours	they	gave	me	of	their	
neighbourhoods	indicated	to	me	what	was	important	to	them.	These	ideas	influenced	my	
theoretical	framework	and,	as	a	result,	the	arguments	I	have	made	in	the	thesis.	It	was,	for	
example,	the	participation	of	the	young	people	in	the	research	process	that	has	enabled	
me	to	write	about	their	subjective	perceptions	of	a	good	life.	My	perspective	was	not	
excluded	in	the	research,	as	I	discussed	in	chapter	3,	but	the	use	of	participatory	methods	
created	spaces	within	the	research	where	the	young	people’s	preoccupations	or	concerns	
could	be	discussed,	and	perspective	challenged.		
5.3 Future	Research	Implications	
Research	on	young	people’s	social	mobility	and	aspirations	in	Latin	American	countries,	in	
particular	from	a	qualitative	perspective,	is	still	scarce.	Therefore	I	suggest	that	my	
research	opened	up	issues	from	which	further	research	can	take	place.	Further	research	
should	lead	to	the	articulation	of	policies	that	will	assist	young	people	to	achieve	upward	
social	mobility.	In	particular	research	that	includes	a	focus	on	the	structural	components	
and	their	relationship	to	young	people’s	aspirations	and	mobility	will	be	important.	For	
example,	more	research	is	needed	into	how	access	to	educational	institutions	may	
enhance	young	people’s	social	mobility	in	Colombia.	Particularly	where	young	people	
belong	to	neighbourhoods	in	cities	that	are	undergoing	processes	of	neoliberal	
socioeconomic	change,	it	will	be	important	to	analyse	young	people’s	opportunities	
beyond	education,	as	my	study	has	shown	that	limited	employment	opportunities	mean	
that	education	may	often	only	be	a	placeholder	for	young	people,	rather	than	a	driver	for	
social	mobility.	A	key	question	that	arises	is	what	kind	of	education	offers	the	opportunity	
to	realise	aspirations?		
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On	a	related	point,	my	research	was	not	able	to	accompany	the	young	people	long	enough	
to	examine	this	aspect	of	aspiration	and	mobility	in	depth.	In	order	to	get	a	better	
understanding	of	social	reproduction	processes	it	will	be	helpful	to	include	a	longitudinal	
component	into	future	research.	Also	comparing	young	people	from	different	social	
classes	over	a	long	period	of	time	would	provide	insights	into	the	specific	differences	
between	how	young	people’s	spaces	and	places	enable	or	constrain	them.	
Future	research	should	also	take	into	account	that	young	people’s	perception	of	a	good	life	
is	subjective.	In	development	studies	there	may	be	a	danger	that	researchers	may	ascribe	
young	people’s	aspirations	to	them,	rather	than	letting	young	people	express	them	
themselves.	In	terms	of	my	own	research,	the	young	people’s	reluctance	to	enter	into	
employment	in	the	tourism	sector,	which	would	have	provided	them	with	some	income	
and	security,	highlighted	the	fact	that	young	people	are	not	just	motivated	by	material	
needs.	They	did	not	just	take	any	job,	despite	their	poverty.	They	were	willing	to	sacrifice	
some	material	gain	and	pursue	much	more	unlikely	careers	in	professional	sectors.		
	
6 Concluding	Remarks	
In	this	thesis	I	have	explored	young	Cartagenians’	aspirations	and	their	attainment	within	a	
complex	social,	political	and	historical	environment.	I	argued	that	social	structures	in	
Cartagena	exclude	young	people	from	lower	social	backgrounds,	and	that	as	such	the	
formulation	of	aspirations	and	their	attainment	cannot	be	perceived	as	simply	the	
outcome	of	individual	effort.	In	Cartagena,	shifts	to	include	its	barrios	populares	in	
development	projects,	the	education	system,	and	in	professional	labour	sectors	are	
necessary	if	young	Cartagenians	are	to	move	upward	in	the	social	hierarchy	in	their	city,	
rather	than	being	mobile	only	in	their	own	barrio.	The	young	people	in	my	study	
demonstrate	they	are	ready	for	this	shift	in	the	kinds	of	aspirations	they	have.	They	are	
also	resilient;	counteracting	the	structures	of	exclusion	and	inequality	they	face	everyday.	
But	they	will	only	achieve	more	success	in	reaching	their	aspirations	if	opportunity	
structures	in	Cartagena	change	to	allow	them	better	possibilities	to	navigate	towards	their	
ideas	of	a	good	life.		
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I	want	to	finish	my	thesis	by	giving	voice	again	to	one	of	those	young	people	who		have	
been	the	focus	of	it.	I	want	to	end	with	Magda,	and	a	very	positive	example	of	how	young	
people	in	Cartagena	are	able	to	counteract	the	disadvantaged	contexts	they	find	
themselves	in,	and	achieve	social	mobility.	Magda	was	not	able	to	participate	much	in	my	
research	until	near	its	end.	This	was	due	to	her	having	been	accepted	at	the	Medical	school	
at	the	public	university,	her	studies	at	which	took	up	most	of	her	time.	Magda	lives	in	La	
Popa	and	the	following	narrative	she	offered	me	shows	how	young	people	from	barrios	
populares	can	realise	desired	future	selves	and	counteract	the	structures	limiting	their	life	
chances.	
“My	cousins	and	brother,	they	actually	were	part	of	gangs.	I	also	suffered	from	depression	
and	was	taking	medicine	for	twelve	years.	My	relationship	with	my	father	was	also	very	
bad.	At	the	end	my	mother	and	I	left	and	moved	to	this	house.	Today	everything	changed	
and	I	am	happy.	I	do	not	need	medicine	anymore	and	feel	not	depressed	[…]	Now	I	want	to	
start	studying	next	year	and	become	a	great	medical	professional,	a	great	psychiatrist.	I	do	
not	have	many	aspirations	with	respect	to	family	and	these	things,	only	my	mother	who	did	
everything	for	me.	I	want	to	help	her	to	be	happy	[…]	It	is	really	difficult	to	enter	medicine	
(at	university).	There	are	only	40	places	available	per	year,	15	places	are	allocated	for	
communities	(certain	ethnic	communities	she	means),	5	places	are	allocated	according	to	
each	ethnicity.	I	presented	as	part	of	the	black	community	and	achieved	to	be	the	first	out	
of	21	[…]	however,	at	the	end	I	would	have	been	accepted	also	if	I	did	not	have	presented	
myself	as	part	of	the	black	community	(as	she	ranked	very	high	in	the	entry	exam	in	
general).	I	want	to	open	my	own	practice.	At	the	moment	I	study	nursing	and	I	don’t	like	to	
take	orders,	I	want	to	be	independent.	I	always	knew	what	I	wanted	and	fought	for	it	hard.	
I	presented	three	times	at	university	and	now	I	finally	achieved	it.’	
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III Appendices	
Interview	Schedule	for	Young	People	
These	are	questions	that	I	referred	to	during	my	interviews.	They	are,	however,	rather	
topics	than	a	strict	followed	interview	question	and	interviews	may	cover	all	of	them,	most	
of	them	or	even	ask	different	ones	that	emerged	during	the	interview.	
Interview	schedule:	
Neighbourhood:	
Date:	
No.	of	Interview	
Age:	
Pseudonym:	
1. Occupation:	
2. Where	in	the	suburb	living?	
3. What	is	that	for	a	section?	How	is	it	characterised?	
4. Living	in	that	suburb	for	how	many	years?	
5. Parents	come	from?	
6. With	whom	you	are	living?	
	
7. How	many	people	in	the	household	work	and	contribute	to	this	income?	
8. What	do	your	parents	do	for	living?	
9. Would	you	perceive	yourself	better	of	than	others	or	worse	off?	
10. Do	you	live	in	an	owned	or	rented	house?	
11. How	would	you	describe	the	condition	of	your	house?	
12. Would	you	prefer	to	live	differently?	What	would	be	your	ideal	residential	area?	
13. Can	you	let	me	know	a	bit	about	yourself?		
14. What	do	you	think	about	Pozón/	La	Popa?	
15. In	comparison	to	other	suburbs	in	the	city?	
16. Would	you	prefer	to	live	another	suburb?	
	
17. What	level	of	education	have	you	achieved	or	do	you	want	to	achieve?	
	 X	
18. What	are	your	occupational	aspirations?	Why?	What	occupation	do	hope	to	have	in	
the	future?	
19. Apart	from	occupational	aspirations	do	you	have	other	aspirations?	Why?	
20. Do	you	have	non	material	aspirations?	Why?	
21. What	of	these	do	you	expect	to	become	true	or	become	reality?	Why?	
22. How	do	you	think	can	you	achieve	your	aspirations?	
23. How	do	you	think	can	your	non	material	aspirations	come	true?	
	
24. What	level	of	education	do	you	think	is	necessary	to	have	a	good	life?	
25. What	do	you	think	is	a	good	life?	
26. What	is	necessary	for	people	to	have	a	good	life?	
	
27. What	are	things	you	believe	hinder	you	to	achieve	your	aspirations?	/	What	do	you	
perceive	are	the	biggest	challenges	in	achieving	your	aspirations?	
	
28. Do	you	think	that	opportunities	are	different	for	different	people	in	Cartagena?	
Why?	
29. What	do	you	think	are	the	biggest	challenges	to	achieve	a	better	life	in	Cartagena?	
30. If	you	could	change	things	what	would	that	be?	
31. How	do	you	see	yourself	in	5	years?	
32. How	do	you	see	yourself	in	20	years?	
33. How	would	you	like	to	be	reminded	after	you	die?	
	
	
Interview	Schedule	for	Adult	Participants	
Neighbourhood:		
Date:	
Age:	
Pseudonym:	
1. Occupation:	
	 XI	
2. How	do	you	perceive	Cartagena	as	worse	or	better	off	places	than	others?	
a. What	are	the	problems?	
3. Would	you	prefer	to	live	differently?	What	would	be	your	ideal	residential	area?	
4. Where	in	the	suburb	living?	
5. What	is	that	for	a	sector?	How	is	it	characterised?	
6. Living	in	that	suburb	for	how	many	years?	Where	from	and	why	moved	to	this	
suburb?:	
7. How	does	sector,	suburb	and	city	changed	in	the	past?		
8. What	needs	to	be	changed	in	future?	
	
9. Can	you	tell	me	about	your	childhood	experiences	and	where	you	have	been	to	
school	and	how	long?	Any	special	Events?	
10. In	your	childhood	what	have	been	your	aspirations?	
11. What	have	been	your	challenges	when	you	were	younger?	
12. How	are	these	different	to	the	challenges	young	people	face	today?	
13. What	are	your	future	aspirations	now?	
14. What	are	you	worried	about	could	happen	or	not	happen	in	future?	
	
15. What	level	of	education	do	you	think	is	necessary	to	have	a	good	life?	
16. What	do	you	think	is	a	good	life?	
17. What	is	necessary	for	people	to	have	a	good	life?	
18. What	role	does	play	being	rich	or	having	money	for	a	good	life?	
19. What	skills	do	you	think	do	young	people	need	nowadays	to	achieve	a	good	life?	
20. Do	you	think	there	exist	racism	and/or	classicism	(clasicismo)	in	Cartagena?	Why	do	
you	think	that?	
21. If	you	could	change	things	what	would	that	be?	
22. Are	there	problems	which	need	to	be	solved	in	your	suburb?	In	your	personal	life?	
In	general	in	Cartagena	or	Colombia?	From	most	to	least	important?	
23. How	do	you	see	the	young	people	in	5	years?	
24. How	do	you	see	the	young	people	in	20	years	
